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Town of Middlebury 

77 Main Street 
Middlebury, VT 05753 

 
 
January 24, 2023 
 
 
Ms. Sue Poland 
Business Programs Specialist 
USDA 
P.O. Box 249 
Montpelier, VT 05601 
 
Dear Ms. Poland: 
 
It is the Town of Middlebury’s pleasure to support the Addison County Relocalization Network 
(ACORN)’s application to the USDA for a Rural Business Development Grant.  If awarded, it 
would fund a feasibility study to assess the viability of an expansion of its Food Hub.  This 
expansion would involve the construction of a new building in Middlebury, the location of 
which has not yet been determined.  The existing Food Hub, which plays an important role in 
the provision of local food products to the Middlebury community, has insufficient space and 
storage and does not accommodate ACORN’s plans for a commercial kitchen. 
 
The Food Hub furthers the goals and objectives of the Middlebury Town Plan in the following 
ways:   
 

Goal:  Recognize and support Middlebury’s role in the agricultural economy 

Strategy 2.4.2.4 Support the agricultural and forestry economy of Middlebury.  Continue 
to explore opportunities for expanding the production of ag-based and value-added 
products, particularly on Exchange Street.  Support the development of a Middlebury 
Food Hub, to assist with storage, processing and distribution of locally produced 
products. 

Excerpt from 2017 Town Plan: 
Middlebury’s Ag-Based and Natural Resources Economy 
Middlebury has a variety of natural resources that contribute to growth in this sector of 
the economy…. This plan supports investments in secondary business ventures that can 
further support the Ag and Natural-resources based sector, either by providing a second  
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source of income for some of these businesses or by creating better mechanisms for 
bringing their goods to market.   

As a Town, this plan advocates for investment in the infrastructure that supports these 
types of businesses.  On the most basic level, these are infrastructure investments such as 
maintenance of our water systems.  It also means supporting the manufacture of value-
added products, for example- turning berries into jam, apples into cider, manure into 
fertilizer and compost products- which can be exported for higher profit margins.  
Creation of value-added goods also creates additional job and business opportunities and 
keeps more dollars within our town than straight export of the raw goods alone....  For 
example, a food hub might provide cold storage and vegetable washing facilities, a 
commercial kitchen could allow producers to make jams, salsa and pickles to export 
outside the area, a USDA-inspected meat processing facility could allow a variety of 
smaller producers to package and sell meat products, an equipment cooperative might 
provide shared farm equipment to a group of small farmers, or a sawmill could allow 
foresters to produce their own lumber. 

 
In conclusion, the Town of Middlebury strongly urges the USDA to fund this application for the 
reasons stated above. ACORN is an important partner in developing and maintaining a 
sustainable local food supply chain and we would like to see it prosper.   
 
Sincerely, 
 

Middlebury Selectboard 
 

 
Brian Carpenter, Chair Lindsey Fuentes- George, Vice Chair       Heather Seeley   

 
 

Farhad Khan  Dan Brown  Andy Hooper  Isabel Gogarty 
 


